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Thousands of kids and families can let their inner artist soar at The New Children’s Museum’s Mass                 
Creativity Day on Saturday. 

Marking its 35th year in San Diego and 10th year downtown, the arts-based museum invites the entire                 
community to think, play and create at its interactive festival. 

“This is a special year as we celebrate the museum’s rich history in San Diego — from our early days in                     
La Jolla (formerly known as Children’s Museum/Museo de los Niños San Diego) to the past 10 years in                  
our beautiful (Rob Quigley-designed) building downtown,” said Judy Forrester, CEO and executive            
director. “For the past 10 years, we’ve collaborated with hundreds of contemporary artists to introduce               
children to art in approachable ways. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/entertainment/things-to-do/sd-et-family-mass-creativity-day-0621-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/san-diego-county/la-jolla-SDCT0039-topic.html


“This practice of featuring full-scale art installations that children can touch, feel, climb on, interact and                
engage with is what sets us apart from other children’s museums.” 

Mass Creativity is the brainchild of Tomoko Kuta, deputy museum director at The New Children’s               
Museum. As she was walking about the museum, she noticed that it wasn’t just the kids who were                  
fascinated by the exhibits. It seems the adults wanted to play just as much as the kids. 

So Kuta, along with other museum staffers and a handful of artistic advisers, joined forces to create a                  
series of events designed to engage both seniors and babies and everyone in between. 

And Mass Creativity was born — a program of workshops held each year around the region that                 
encourages participants to celebrate their neighborhoods, their uniqueness and their relationships. The            
themed workshops take place from April to June, culminating in a free all-day event at the museum. 

“This event is the celebration of our signature outreach program, Mass Creativity,” said Kara Baltazar,               
manager of community programs at the museum and organizer of the event. “This program brings               
hands-on art making experiences to neighborhoods across San Diego County — from Vista to San               
Ysidro.” 

Planned activities include: 

● Live performances will take place throughout the day by local groups such as the World Beat                
Cultural Center’s African Drumming and Dance Troupe); Jr. Crew, a percussion and movement             
group; and the San Diego Jr. Glee Club will sing and dance to a variety of music. 

● The San Diego Puppetry Guild’s giant puppets will roam the grounds interacting with guests. 
● Kids and families can make an artistic impression with paint on their feet dancing and grooving on                 

the museum’s painted dance floor during the African drumming and dance performance. 
● Hands-on art-making projects, including messy activities and all-ages play spaces will be            

available. 
● Food and snack vendors will be on-site. 
● A vintage 1954 Dodge pickup truck will serve as a canvas for children to express themselves                

through paint. The pickup will be parked on the museum’s Paint and Clay patio. 
● New Children’s Museum’s Artist in Resident Rizzhel Javier and the museum’s teaching artist             

team will lead an interactive workshop called cyanotypes, a light-sensitive printing process that             
creates blue images using the sun. The process was pioneered in the mid-1880s by artist Anna                
Atkins to document botanical life. Participants will create their own images to help document San               
Diego regional plants or create their own personalized drawings. 

“As an artist, I hope that people are able to walk away with the event and workshops with a happy                    
memory that brought their family together,” Javier said. “This experience is about helping people to have                
fun and celebrate who we are, openly and freely, just like the children I see at the museum every time I’m                     
there.” 

Guests can also explore inside the museum, where they will find artist Brian Dick’s “No Rules Except …,”                  
a reimagined version of the same installation from when The New Children's Museum opened May 2008.                
The exhibit is a giant room filled with 40 mattresses and 165 handmade silk-screened tire pillows for                 
children crawl through, jump on or play hide-and-seek. The new version will be wheelchair-accessible and               
have a separate area for toddlers. 

Since 2013, the Mass Creativity Day project has reached more than 13,000 people who otherwise               
wouldn’t be able to experience it firsthand. 



"It is exciting to see the program continue to expand and develop each year," Baltazar said. “I love                  
interacting one-on-one with the families and kids that I meet. It’s a wonderful way to kick-off the summer                  
and celebrate San Diego. 

 
 


